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Mune-ji went out o the porch

and began fo play Sanshin.

“Tomortow s June 30th.

Lef's 9o o the memorial ceremony fomorow.”
“Please talk o So-chan, he willbe happy.”
“Yes."

Ryu nodded his head.
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HIST 317 
Modern Japan 
ca. 1600-Present
Spring 2019 UWSP
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Instructor: Dr. Valerie Barske


                 



Time: T/TH 3:30-4:45
Email: vbarske@uwsp.edu


    



Classroom: CCC 231 

Office Hours:  M/W 1-2PM
(or by appointment) CCC 453

Course Description

In this course, we examine and critique standard cultural histories of Japan from the early modern Tokugawa era (ca. 1600-1868) through contemporary globalization.  As we engage with historical documents, cutting-edge secondary research, and creativity forms of media, we challenge narratives that depict Japanese history as a single, linear process of a “homogeneous” nation-state.  Course themes will include complicating images of gender and sexuality, nationalism and empire, postcolonialism and social justice, as well as learning to analyze contemporary anime depictions.  The class will be conducted as an upper-level seminar where we co-generate knowledge based on careful readings, classroom discussion, and peer interaction.  Assignments serve to train students in professional writing and transferable skills including summarizing scholarly arguments, analyzing evidence, articulating critical thinking as reasoning, and collaborating with creative open-mindedness on a final group project to historicize contemporary issues of social justice.
Intended Learning Outcomes:
Aligned with the outcomes for 300-level courses in History and the Critical Thinking Initiative Pilot, with diligent effort, students will improve their ability to:
· Recognize critical thinking as a process of identifying, analyzing, evaluating, and constructing reasoning in deciding what conclusions to draw or actions to take.
· Apply critical thinking dispositions and embody global competencies including open-mindedness, creativity, inquisitiveness, and reflection in the scholarly study of modern Japan.
· Identify and employ key concepts, individuals, and events to historicize modern Japan.
· Examine primary sources and analyze reasoning in scholarly arguments that complicate narratives on cultural histories in modern Japan.
· Demonstrate advanced level skills for evidence-based writing in the discipline of History.
Attendance, Participation, and Professionalism 15%: 

All students are expected to engage with course materials and to participate actively in classroom discussions, exercises, group work, and activities.  This course is designed to train students in the practice of History, which includes active discussions with fellow classmates in a professional seminar environment.  Be prepared to demonstrate that you have read, taken notes on, and are able to summarize the main arguments in the readings during our in-class discussions.  We will explore different options for how to improve our discussion skills. 

Mini-Assignment on Applied History 5%
In order to challenge the image of history as an esoteric and irrelevant field in contemporary times, each student will sign up for a day to provide an example of how current Japanese popular culture, international policy, or business-related issues connect to the larger themes or specific moments in the histories of modern Japan.


Terms/Concepts Reading Quizzes 10%

Based on our assigned readings, secondary and primary sources in class, there will be 2 scheduled matching term quizzes.  We will grade the quizzes in class together.  The quizzes are not intended to be punitive, but rather a way to ensure that everyone is staying on task with our readings.

Article Précis 10%: 
Scholars in all fields participate in a public dialogue reviewing and discussing each other’s work.  Students will develop their professional discipline-specific writing skills by summarizing in précis format an academic work from our assigned readings.  We will practice specific evidence-based critical thinking strategies for this assignment.

Anime Screening and Review 15%

This semester, our class will be collaborating with the Kentō Anime Club to offer a public viewing of a Japanese anime film.  We have discussed a few films that center on female leads challenging standard narratives of Japanese history.  But we are still deciding what should be screened, so I encourage our class to brainstorm ideas of what might be relevant to themes of social justice, empowerment, or peace activism.  Students will then write a professional film review, modeled on the format of academic journals such as Asian Cinema and Mechademia: An Annual Forum for Anime, Manga, and Fan Arts.
Midterm Exam 20%
Multiple choice in-class exam, designed with conceptual questions about the main themes of the course, specific critical thinking arguments from each of the readings, and the central ideas from the primary source examples covered.  We will spend time in class generating a review sheet and practicing for the exam.
Historicizing Social Justice in Modern Japan Final Project 25%:
Group Project Prospectus: 5%
Group Presentation: 15%
Individual Reflection: 5%
Working in groups, students will select a topic that links contemporary social justice issues to specific narratives of modern history in Japan.  All groups will present a 2-minute video on their project.  We will partner with archivist Kyle Neil for some support.  Details to be discussed in class.  
Participation Expectations:

√+ 90-100—Students always come prepared for class with readings and/or notes, as well as any other necessary materials.  During the discussion, they will ask on-topic questions, articulate complex ideas, and synthesize materials from previous sessions.  They will volunteer and be ready to provide an answer when called.  They will treat other students with respect, offering support and helping to create an inclusive learning environment.
√ 80-90—Students come prepared to class on a regular basis with their readings and other materials.  They share ideas and communicate in group work but could be more engaged in large group discussions.  Although a student in this group might not volunteer as readily, they are always prepared to respond when called.
√- 70-80—Students are not prepared on a regular basis, forget their materials, or fail to participate.  They might also wander off topic consistently, create a disturbance in the class, or show disrespect to other students.  Students receiving a 70% for participation may not be able to engage fully in the coursework and with other students, so please try to avoid letting your participation reach this level.

Grading Scale:

	A
	93-100
	B-
	80 – 82
	D+
	67 – 69

	A-
	90 – 92
	C+
	77 – 79
	D
	63 – 66

	B+
	87– 89
	C
	73 – 76
	D-
	60 – 62

	B
	83-86 
	C-
	70 – 72
	F
	59 and below


Course Schedule and Readings
The course will be conducted as a seminar, “a course-based group discussion in which faculty and students participate in the active co-generation of ideas rather than simply the delivery of content.”  In this seminar, we will utilize “high-impact teaching practices” such as team-based activities, hands-on participatory workshops, and engaging embodied learning opportunities.  Please come prepared to engage and to produce rather than simply to consume historical knowledge.  

Students will be expected to complete the readings scheduled for the date of the class meeting listed.  This course requires the text rental book James Huffman (2011) Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Second Edition).  In addition, we will have a few full-length articles posted on D2L.  D2L readings will be digitized and uploaded to our course website.  Students are expected to have all readings completed before class and to bring a workable version of the reading to each class period.
	Date
	Topic
	[image: image1.emf] Readings
	[image: image2.emf] Assignments

	Week 1: Early Modern Japan ca. 1600

	1/22
	Getting Situated
	Syllabus, In-Class Activities
	

	1/24
	Problematizing the Land of the Shōgun and Damiyō
	Huffman, Chapter 1

	Bring Textbook with Notes and Questions

	Week  2: Transitioning into Modern Japan

	1/29
	Toppling the “Old” World
	Huffman, Chapter 2 AND Dower (2008) D2L
	Textbook and Digital Copy of Dower

	1/31
	Imperial Nation in Meiji Japan
	Huffman (2011) Chapter 3
	

	Week 3: Envisioning a “New” World in the Late 19th Century

	2/5
	Turning Outward: 1890-1912
	Huffman Chapter 4

	

	2/7
	Throwing Off Asia II
	Explore and Take Notes on Dower (2008) Website D2L
	QUIZ 1

	Week  4: Complicating Modern Women, Sex, and Imperial Democracy

	2/12
	Enlightenment Geisha: Sex Trade, and Meiji Ideals
	Stanley (2013) D2L
	

	2/14
	Imperial Democracy 
1912-1930
	Huffman Chapter 5
	

	Week 5: Female Sexuality and Challenging Gender Expectations 

	2/19

	Dying to Tell: Sexuality and Suicide in Imperial Japan
	Roberston (1999) D2L
	

	2/21
	Bloom into You (2018)
Sample Episodes
	OPTIONAL: Nagaike (2010) D2L
	Article Précis Due 2/24 D2L 11PM

	Week 6: From Pluralist Democracy to Total War?

	2/26
	The Dark Era 1930-1945
	Huffman, Chapter 6
	

	2/28
	Oral Histories of Trauma: WWII Battle of Okinawa
	In-Class Documentary NHK World
	Midterm Review, Bring Questions

	Week 7:  Okinawa, Women, and Ending Imperial Japan?

	3/5
	Gendered Nationalism and the “Princess Lily” Corps
	Angst (1997) D2L
	

	3/7
	Pluralizing Modern Japan
	In Class
	MIDTERM EXAM 

	Week 8: Complicating Narratives of Modern Japan

	3/12
	UWSP Archives
	Bring Pencils, Paper, and CAMERAS/Phones
	MEET ALB 520 Archives

	3/14
	History Day
	View/Judge History Day
	History Day!

	SPRING BREAK March 16th-March 24th

	Week 9: U.S. Occupation, Japan’s Postwar Reemergence, and Social Justice 

	3/26
	Re-emergence of the Nation
	Huffman (2011) Chapter 7
	

	3/28
	Plight of the Ainu
	Okada (2012)
	Group Prospectus DUE 3/31 11PM D2L

	Week 10: Postwar Japan and New Media

	4/2
	Japan as World Power 
Post-1970
	Huffman (2011) Chapter 8
	

	4/4
	Ethnographic Study of Anime Production
	Condry (2009)
	

	Week 11: Anime and Representations of Japan’s Complex Past

	4/9
	Anime Screening DUC Theatre
	Alternative Class Meeting

	DUC THEATRE

	4/11
	Anime and Representations of the Past
	D2L reading
	Film Review DUE 4/14 11PM D2L 

	Week 12:  Postcolonial Japan: Decolonization Unfinished in Okinawa

	4/16
	Half Century Miyamori and Postcolonial Okinawa
	Barske (2015)
	

	4/18
	Defoliated Island: Agent Orange, Okinawa, and the Vietnam War (2012)
	Mitchell (2011)

In-Class Film
	

	Week 13:  Imagining Disaster, Ground Shakes, the Sky is Falling

	4/23
	Historicizing “3/11” Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011
	Weisenfeld (2012)
	

	4/25
	Video Message for Half Century Miyamori: 1959-2019
	Tanji (2010)
	QUIZ 2

	Week 14: Historicizing Social Justice in Modern Japan

	4/30
	Final Project Workshop
	
	

	5/2
	Final Project Workshop
	
	

	Week 15:Representing the History of Modern Japan

	5/7
	Final Project Workshop
	
	Computer Lab CPS107

	5/9
	Final Project Presentations
	
	


FINAL Individual Reflections DUE D2L Dropbox Wednesday May 15, 2019 5PM 

Reminder:  The instructor reserves the right to add, delete, or alter readings and assignments based on the pedagogical needs of the course.  Please attend class and check D2L for any updates or changes.

